
December   20th,  2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Amendment of Section 90.20 and 90.175 of the Commission�s Rules for
Frequency Coordination of Public Safety Frequencies in the Private Land Mobile
Radio Below-470 MHz Band; WT Docket No. 02-285

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter is in response to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that was released by the
Commission on September 19, 2002 concerning opening competition of public safety
coordination.

I am a private land mobile radio dealer with customers that are private wireless and public safety
licensees.  This has allowed me to work with both types of coordinators.  Also allowing me to
compare cost, service and processes of both types of organizations.  I believe opening public
safety coordination to both industrial business and public safety coordinators would be beneficial
to myself and my customers, through decreased costs and more efficient service.

My experiences with coordination and licensing of public safety services have tended to be both
costly and inefficient.  The coordination costs I pay to APCO are higher than what I pay for the
same type of services for my industrial business users at ITA.  The customer service I receive
from ITA is also superior, I think due to their need to stay competitive.  ITA, unlike APCO takes
the extra steps, such as filling out our forms, saving us more time and money.  Worse yet, I am
forced to tolerate the inefficiency because I am unable to take my business to another
organization.

We believe that coordination of public safety channels should be opened up to all public safety
and industrial business coordinators.  We have seen how competition among frequency
coordinators has worked in the past with the private land mobile services.  The process has
become more efficient through easier processes, such as online licensing, and the time it takes
for my applications to be completed is much quicker.  These benefits have also come at a better
price without the quality of work going down.

We ask that you please open competition in public safety services to all public safety and
industrial business coordinators so we will have access to enhanced, efficient, more economical
service not only for myself, but also by customers who are public safety licensees.

Don Rottman
Cattron-Theimeg Inc.


